Approved For Release HHLUIIj^ jjM g'p rf~T III I 


8 July 1957 

MEMORANDUM FOR: 

FROM; 

SUBJECT: 


Deputy Dirue lor (Intelligence) 

Assistant Director lor Basic Intelligent* 

Value o I OBJ Budget in ter me of 
NIS Program Accomplishments 


In response to your request, I enclose a draft on the 
NIS Program lor use in replying to question No. 24 of the 
Appropriations Subcommittee of the Congress. 


25X1 A9a 


Enclosure: 

OBI /Cl A draft 
dated 8 July 57 


Distribution: 

Orig and 2 - addressee 

1 - NIS Program • General 
1 - NIS Program - Presentation to Congress 
1 - Special Studies 
1 - chrono 
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8 July 1957 


The Office of Basic Intelligence, CIA 


The HXS Program oti initiated by direction of fbo National Socurity 
Council in 1948 in ardor to assure full ami timely intelligence on all 
foreign countries of tbe world In the event of another war. The deficien- 
cies la each basic intelligence da lag World War XI were disastrous in 
many iaetaacea. Comprehensive basic intelligence is alee required in 
this cold war period as mo haste for sound national intelligence and 
strategic plena tag. To this end. the NIS is produced in accordance with 
current priorities established by the Joint Chiefs of Staff. OBX's Job is 
essentially that of coordinatiag this complen program, roviowiag the 
contributions and publishing the end product. Some forty components 
within agencies of the Government, including the CIA, participate in 
this program ia accordance with their specialised capabilities. 

Tbs NIS Program is steadily fulfilling the mission set for it by 
the Natieanl Security Council. To date a total af nearly 8, 500 sections 
have bean produced and placed under active mainten a nc e, representing 
some 65% of the total world coverage. The material printed in the NIS 
represents sely a portion of the Intelligence mads available under the 
operation of the program. The stimulation of collection activities to 
fill "gaps" existing in the intelligence field, has provided a groat now 
reservoir of information. Detailed intelligence, analysed in the process 
of producing the NIS but not appearing therein, is available ia organised 
form and provides a raady source for ih# day-to-day and operational 
intelligence requirements of the agencies. 

In addition to the eeatroltaed support of the NIS Program, the CIA 
budgets for the son -Defense agencies which contribute to the program, 
including the research aad standardisation of geographic names for the 
NIS Gasottoors. The develepmmt af these various intelligence require- 
ments under cue coordinated program Is net only a more efficient aad 
less costly process then would result from the uncoordinated efforts of 
individual agencies, hut it also is providing for the first time adequate 
intelligence support required by the national security. 

The program has already proved its value as a standard rafsrsnes 
work throughout the government, as a basis for plans and estimates in 
critical world areas, as Korea aad Indochina, and is finding increasing 
usefulness in such new fields ns psychological warfare. Above all. It 
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